


We are delighted that you are considering Friezland Primary School 

for your child in September 2021.  As ‘A Family Committed to Making 

a Difference’, we are proud of our family ethos and strong, home-

school links. We work in partnership with families to ensure the best 

outcomes for every child, regardless of their starting point.

We may be one of Oldham’s smallest schools but our aspirations are sky high. 

We offer a broad and balanced curriculum with an emphasis on first-hand 

experiences; utilising our outdoor areas and ‘Friezland Forest’ wherever possible. 

We aim to equip our children with the knowledge and skills they will need in order 

to have a positive impact on their community and the wider world.

We know that the current COVID 19 restrictions are not what you envisaged when 

planning for your child starting school, and that choosing the right school for your 

child is one of the most important decisions you will ever make. In the absence of 

face-to-face open events, please do not hesitate to contact school with any 

questions or queries - we would rather you ask than wonder!

Miss Rachael Swaby (Headteacher)

Welcome



Size isn't everything!

Big things come in small packages! At Friezland,

there are only 105 children in the whole school. We

are one of the smallest schools in Oldham but our

aspirations are sky high!

What makes us unique? 



A Virtual Tour
We’re sorry not to be able to welcome you into

school for a visit in person, but we have a few

photos to show you around our lovely school…



Our Classes
We have 4 classes and each year group

is a cohort of approximately 15 children.

Class 1: 

Reception 

(EYFS) 

15 pupils

Class 2: 

Years 1 & 2 

(KS1)

30 pupils

Class 3: 

Years 3 & 4 

(KS2)

30 pupils

Class 4: 

Years 5 & 6 

(KS2)

30 pupils

Our classrooms look a 

little different at the 

moment due to the 

Covid guidance.



Our Outdoor Learning Environment





Additional Learning Spaces:

The Hub

The 

Lodge

The 

Shelter



The Hall 

The Kitchen



Reception 

Children’s 

Cloakroom

The Main Entrance 

and KS2 Lockers

The Library 

Corridor



Our Broad and Balanced Curriculum
We use an enquiry approach and plan learning around key questions such

as ‘Why does it go dark at night?’ or ‘Were the Vikings always vicious and

victorious?’ We ‘hook’ the children into the learning with experiences, visits
and visitors and high quality books.

Through Classes 2, 3 and 4, a two-year curriculum cycle is followed to

ensure a thorough coverage of the curriculum and children build on the

skills and knowledge they acquire year on year. We look for every

opportunity to take the learning outside into our Forest or outdoor areas

and our calendar is mapped with whole-school curriculum days such as

Outdoor Learning Day, No Pens Day, Art Projects and World Religion Day.



Inclusive Teaching
All teachers are responsible and

accountable for all the pupils in

their class wherever or with

whoever the pupils are working.

In addition to Good Quality

Teaching (GQT), teachers will

make reasonable adjustments in

order to ensure that the needs

of all pupils are met.

Teachers teach to the ability of

the child and differentiate

activities accordingly.



Our Friezland Expectations

We have the highest 

expectations of our 

pupils, not only in 

terms of achieving 

their academic 

potential, but also in 

terms of the choices 

they make. We don’t 

have Friezland rules, 

we have Friezland 

Expectations.



Our Buddy System 
When new pupils join our school family, we

realise they may find it tricky to settle and adjust

to school life. To help them in their first year, we

have a buddy system where a Year 6 pupil has

the opportunity to care for a new Reception

child.

The Year 6 buddies usually help their Reception

Buddies at playtimes and lunchtimes, read with

them during FRED (Friezland Reading Every

Day) time and partner them in Forest Fun.

During the current restrictions with our children

needing to remain in their ‘bubbles’, our Year 6

Buddies have been creative in finding ways to

support the Reception children, so have been

sending welcome letters, sharing stories and

playing games at a distance.



Sporting Opportunities
At Friezland, we provide plenty of opportunities to take part

in different sports including Karate, tri-golf, netball,

swimming, multi-skills and street dance. The children learn

new skills and take part in competitions.

In the past couple of years, our Y1 & 2

dance group have won the Oldham

Dance Competition, our cricket team

have won the Norman Heap Trophy

and our Netball team have placed

second in the DLP netball rally.

We told you size doesn’t matter!



Extra-curricular Opportunities
We know how important it is for children to have

opportunities to explore their talents beyond the classroom.

We offer a range of clubs throughout the year which may

include Mathletics, Gardening, Eco and Chess. We offer

tuition in Keyboard, Brass, Ukelele and Guitar and also have

a school choir. Our musicians have opportunities to perform

at events within and beyond school.



In KS2, pupils are encouraged to take part in the Children’s

University scheme and record their extra-curricular hours both

at school and beyond, enabling pupils to graduate at the end of

each year!

Children’s University



“One of the best things 

about the school is that 

you can be a School 

Councillor or an Eco 

Councillor.

What the children say…

“What do I love? 

School dinners!”

“All the teachers are 

really nice.”

“I really like all the 

people here and I 

enjoy the assemblies 

because of all the 

celebrations!”

“I love learning musical 

instruments and playing 

sports.”

“Lessons are fun!”

“The best thing about Friezland is that we are one big family.”

“I love having lots of 

outdoor space.”

“The trips we go on are 

amazing. We learn so 

much from school trips 

and we go on lots of 

adventures together.”

“We get to join in 

competitions and 

festivals. 
“Friezland is an 

amazing school and I’m 

really happy here.”



Pastoral Support & Transition

In order to support your child’s transition into 

Friezland, we plan a host of activities including: 

• Pre-school / nursery / home visits

• Information sharing between parents / pre 

school settings

• A lunch and half-day taster session visit

• A Forest Fun and picnic lunch half-day 

session visit (which includes a chance to meet 

your Year 6 Buddy

• An informal information evening

We are a caring and nurturing staff and, being a team in a very small

school, we get to know your children incredibly well. This means that

every member of staff can support your child throughout their Friezland

journey.



Before & After School Club 
Our Before and After School Club, FROSTIES,

is open every morning before school (7:30-

8:45 am) and every day after school (3:20-

5:45pm). Many of the Frosties Team also work

at Friezland during the school day which

means a smooth transition is supported and

staff get to know your child really well.

Holiday Club 
Freedom in the Forest is our Ofsted-

registered, school holiday club provider, rated

‘Outstanding’ in August 2018. It operates

during most of the school holidays and is run

by a retired Friezland teacher and Level 3

Forest School practitioner.



The People

This is our structure: 

Governing Board

(Co-opted / Associate / Parent / Staff Governors)

Headteacher

Assistant Headteacher

Class Teachers

Learning Support Staff

Other Support Staff



Ofsted

In April 2019, the school was inspected by Ofsted and received a judgement of

‘Good’ in all areas.

The report can be found at: https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/inspection-reports/find-

inspection-report/provider/ELS/105666

Here are a few comments included in the report:

“Friezland Primary School is a happy school. Pupils feel safe and are well cared for.

Relationships between staff and pupils are strong.”

“Pupils enjoy coming to the school. Pupils’ attendance has been above the national

average for the past three years.”

“Parents and carers are overwhelmingly positive about the school. They appreciate

the care and support that their children receive.”

“The curriculum is well planned. There is a wide array of extra-curricular activities at

the school, such as sport, music and dance. Pupils relish participating in sports,

educational trips and residential visits.”

https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/inspection-reports/find-inspection-report/provider/ELS/105666


The Dovestones Learning Partnership

The Dovestone Learning Partnership is Oldham’s first Co-operative Trust.

It is made up of 9 schools across Saddleworth and Lees : Diggle, Delph,

Knowsley Junior, Christ Church Denshaw, Friezland, St Agnes,

Greenfield St Mary’s, St Thomas’ Leesfield and Saddleworth Secondary

School.

Our vision for the partnership is of ‘a strong

family of inspiring schools that serve our local

community and contribute fully to the provision

of education in the area, and collaborate with

other partners to achieve common goals.

Leading the way in education for Oldham

children and young people, enabling them to

enjoy learning and achieve well as individuals’.



Friends of Friezland (PTA)

Our PTA organises many community events each year in

order to raise additional funds, which help support the

school budget and provide ‘extras’ for our pupils.

Events and activities include

a Halloween Disco, Summer

and Christmas Fairs,

Chocolate Bingo, the Santa

Dash, World Book Day

Character Cups Competition

and a School Lottery!



A message from our 

Chair of Governors

Welcome to Friezland School. I have been Chair of Governors for the last

three years, and can confidently say that we have a very committed and

engaged Governing Body who have the best interests of the children at

heart. Friezland is an extremely friendly and welcoming school, combining

high educational standards with a strong focus on the happiness and

welfare of all our children.

I am sorry that current circumstances do not allow us to welcome you in

person, but if any parents have questions that they would like me to

answer, I am more than happy to speak to you. I am actively involved with

the school and visit regularly, not least because my grandson is in Class 2,

and I know how much he loves coming to school every day.

Mrs Jane Goodwin



Contact Details
Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have

any questions or there is anything you would like

to discuss.

Email: info@friezland.oldham.sch.uk

Phone: 01457872601

Website: www.friezlandschool.co.uk

mailto:info@friezland.oldham.sch.uk

