W/c 31 March 2025

Dovestone Learning Partnership

Welcome to our Dovestone Learning Partnership newsletter. We aim to send out a newsletter
each term to update you on DLP activities. This is our Spring Term 2025 edition.

The DLP is a Co-operative Trust which was established in October 2017. From 1 April 2025
we will become partnership of 8 primary schools:

Christ Church Denshaw C.E. Primary School
Delph Primary School

Diggle Primary School

Friezland Primary School

Knowsley Junior School

St Agnes C.E. Primary School

St Mary’s Greenfield C.E. Primary School DoveStone

St Thomas' Leesfield C.E. Primary School LEARNING PARTNERSHIP

General Update

We started off the new year and Spring Term by launching our Writing and Art Competition. This
was linked into World Book Day by basing it on the book - The Mysteries of Harris Burdick. Please
see below further information on the event and meet our finalists. The work produced really
impressed the judges. We will be holding a Maths competition in the Summer Term.

We held our Annual General Meeting in February where we produced our Annual Report and
Unaudited Accounts for our Directors to approve. We also gave a short presentation on our plans
for the remainder of the year. These have now been submitted to our accountants. All the
documentation is available on our website.

A number of discussions have taken place on the future of the DLP as Saddleworth School leaves
the partnership to formally join the Cranmer Multi Academy Trust (see below). We have needed to
amend some of our paperwork and put some new systems in place but we will still continue to work
together. The commitment to the DLP remains firmly in place! We wish Saddleworth all the very
best for their new arrangements.

Along with all of these activities our EYFS, Chairs, Pastoral and School Business Managers
networks have met, moderation meetings have taken place, our working parties and heads have
met to further develop our planning and we held our termly meeting with our union colleagues. Two
of our schools had a visit from Ofsted.

Staff took part in a training session by Mr P ICT looking at how to use IT to work smarter not harder
and how Al can help with this. This is the first of three events aimed at developing staff ICT skills.

The Sports Programme continues to offer exciting opportunities for our pupils (see report below)
and the Super Council met to discuss wellness and mental health.

Yet again it has been a busy, productive term. We hope everyone has a restful Spring break.
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Not Goodbye - Just See You Later!

Saddleworth: Joining the Cranmer Education Trust and Maintaining Links to the DLP

As Saddleworth prepares to join the Cranmer Education Trust, we are also preparing to say a
fond farewell to our formal role within the Dovestone Learning Partnership (DLP).

This is a significant step in our school’s journey, and while our path is evolving, our
commitment to collaboration and community remains unchanged.

We've truly valued the strong relationships we’ve built with our DLP partner schools over the
years. The joint projects, shared expertise, and collective support have made a real
difference to our students, staff, and our wider community

This is far from goodbye. We will continue to maintain strong links through representation on
the Trust board and by embracing the invaluable cross-phase working that has been such a
key part of the partnership.

Saddleworth remains deeply committed to working with our local partner schools, learning
from their strengths, and ensuring that all children across the borough continue to benefit
from the powerful connections and shared opportunities that have defined our time in the
DLP.

Saddleworth joins the Cranmer Trust with effective from 1 April 2025
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Meet the DLPers!

As part of our regular feature of introducing you to people in the DLP this edition we have a
very special person for you to meet - Catering Manager Alison Hopkinson
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