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Curriculum Intent Statement: 
 
‘A Family Committed to Making a Difference’ 
 
At Friezland Primary School we aim to develop well-rounded, resilient individuals who demonstrate 
mutual respect and tolerance and have a positive impact on their community and the wider world. 
Our Curriculum is designed with this in mind. We aim to encourage a life-long love of learning and 
develop skills for life through the delivery of exciting, challenging and stimulating experiences within 
and beyond the classroom.  

 
At Friezland, we believe that it is vital for all our pupils to learn from and about religion so that they 

can understand the world around them. We believe that Religious Education has a significant role for 

the development of pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.   

Through Religious Education, pupils develop their knowledge of the world faiths, and their 

understanding and awareness of the beliefs, values and traditions of other individuals, societies, 

communities and cultures. We promote respect and open-mindedness towards others with different 

faiths and beliefs and encourage pupils to develop their sense of identity and belonging through self-

awareness and reflection.   

We encourage our pupils to ask questions about the world and to reflect on their own beliefs, values 

and experiences. Our Religious Education curriculum is enhanced further with trips to places of 

worship in our local area and religious visitors.   

 

Implementation:   
 

Friezland has adopted the Oldham Agreed Syllabus for 2025-2030 ‘Believing and Belonging in Oldham’ 

as the chosen approach to the content and context.   

Following the syllabus recommendations, our curriculum is based around six themes or ‘pathways’ 
(please see Appendix A) that help our children to explore and understand religion and worldviews. 
Coherent and sequential learning is built on these pathways and then earthed by thematic and 
systematic study of specific religions/worldviews. 
 
Our curriculum therefore aims to: 
• develop progressive understanding of the ‘pathways’ and 
• build rich and profound knowledge of religions/worldviews. 

(Believing and Belonging in Oldham, p.22) 

 

In order to deliver the aims and expected standards of the Oldham Agreed Syllabus, it is expected that 

EYFS, Key Stage 1 and KS2 will allocate, on average, one hour per week to RE.  There is a clear 

expectation that RE must form a valued and consistent part of the curriculum at Friezland.   

Over their time at Friezland, we aim to give children a broad and balanced experience of the world’s 

main religions as detailed in Appendix B (please see the school overview in Appendix B)  

 

 

 

 

 



  

At Friezland, we aim to offer the following experiences and enrichment opportunities as a part of the 

Religious Education syllabus:   

• Handling artefacts   

• Exploring sacred texts   

• Using imaginative play or drama to express feelings and ideas   

• Responding to images, games, stories, art, music and dance   

• Meeting visitors from local religious communities   

• Making visits to religious places of worship where possible, and where not, making use of 

videos and reliable and accurate sources on the internet   

• Taking part in whole school events- (e.g. Harvest Festival, school performances)   

• Participating in moments of quiet reflection   

• Using ICT to further explore religion and belief globally   

• Comparing religions and worldviews through discussion   

• Debating and communicating religious belief, worldviews and philosophical ideas, and 
answering and asking ultimate questions posed by these   

  
Foundation Stage: 

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) describes the phase of a child’s education from birth to the 

end of the reception year at the age of five.  RE is statutory for all pupils registered on the school 

roll. In the EYFS curriculum learning does not fit into boxes, therefore, in line with the EYFS 

Framework (2023), play-based and child-centred approaches will encourage the learning to follow 

where the child’s interest and curiosity lead.  Specific RE lessons will form a valuable part of the 

educational experience of children throughout their early years – supporting their development in 

‘Understanding the World’ and ‘Personal, Social and Emotional Development’ in particular.  Children 

will encounter religions and worldviews through special people, books, times, places and objects and 

by visiting places of worship.  They will be introduced to subject specific vocabulary and use all their 

senses to explore beliefs, practices and forms of expression. They will be encouraged to ask 

questions, reflect on their own feelings and experiences and use their imagination and curiosity to 

develop their appreciation of and wonder at the world in which they live.  

Units covered in Reception are as follows: 

 

Please also refer to Appendix C for suggested activities that may be used to support the Early 
Learning Goals using R.E content and Pathway links. 

 

 

 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Reception 

 

 

E.3 Who cares for 

me and how do I 

help others? (P.3) 

Pathway  

 

E.5 How do people 

celebrate special 

times? (P.5)  

Pathway 

 

E.6 How do we 

understand and care 

for the world? (P.6) 

Pathway 

 

 E.4 Who belongs in 

my family and 

community? (P.4) 

Pathway 

 

E.1 Which places are 

special to members of 

my community? (P.1) 

Pathway 

 

E.2 Why are some 

objects special? (P.2) 

Pathway 

 

Religion/worldviews 

to include 

Christianity, 

Buddhism, Hindu 

Dharma, Islam, and 

non-religious 

beliefs. 

Christianity, Islam, 

Judaism, Sikhi, Hindu 

Dharma and non-

religious beliefs. 

Christianity, Islam, 

Judaism, Hindu 

Dharma and non-

religious beliefs. 

Christianity, Hindu 

Dharma, and non-

religious beliefs. 

Christianity, Islam, 

Hindu Dharma, Sikhi 

Christianity, Judaism, 

Islam, Hindu Dharma 

and non-religious 

beliefs. 



 

 

 

 

 

Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2:  

It is a legal requirement that all pupils aged 5-18 are entitled to religious education. Throughout Key 

stage 1 and 2, children will continue to develop their knowledge and understanding of religions and 

worldviews – recognising their local, national and global contexts. They will use basic subject specific 

vocabulary, raise questions, and begin to express their own views in response to the material they 

learn about.  

  

Through studying carefully chosen and planned core and focus units, children will study the following 

faiths: Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Hindu Dharma, Buddhism, Sikhi and Humanism, learning of the 

diversity within these faiths, including non-religious beliefs. The teaching of RE in Key Stages 1 and 2 

will be on a two-year cycle to ensure a full coverage, with Cycle A beginning in September 2026.  

  

Units covered in KS1 are as follows: 

 
 

 
 

Units covered in KS2 are as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Impact:   
Friezland will implement an assessment structure in line with the recommendations of the Oldham 

Agreed Syllabus.   

This assessment process will focus upon the end of stage outcomes as set out in the agreed syllabus. 

This assessment process will be ongoing throughout the year, without set assessment periods, to 

allow staff to assess knowledge and skills to inform future learning.   

Teacher’s formative assessment will build a picture of children’s substantive, disciplinary and 

personal knowledge and through careful curriculum planning, pupils will make progress through key 

stages of ‘Remembering, Understanding, Applying, Analysing, Evaluation and Creating’. 

 

 

 
 

(Believing and Belonging in Oldham, Religious Education Agreed Syllabus 2025-2030, p.49) 

 

RE achievement will be assessed and tracked within the school and shared with parents on their 

child’s annual school report.  

Progression within RE   
Following the syllabus recommendations, our curriculum is based around six themes or ‘pathways’ 
(please see Appendix A) that help our children to explore and understand religion and worldviews. 
Coherent and sequential learning is built on these pathways and then earthed by thematic and 
systematic study of specific religions/worldviews. 
 
Our curriculum therefore aims to: 
• develop progressive understanding of the ‘pathways’ and 
• build rich and profound knowledge of religions/worldviews. 

(Believing and Belonging in Oldham, p.22) 

  

RE and Special Educational Needs 
 
‘All children and young people are entitled to an appropriate education, one that is appropriate to 
their needs, promotes high standards and the fulfilment of potential. This should enable them to: 
• achieve their best 
• become confident individuals living fulfilling lives, and 
• make a successful transition into adulthood’ 
(SEND code of practice 2015) 
 
 
 
 
 



 
‘Sustainable learning can occur only when there is meaningful engagement. The process of 
engagement is a journey which connects a child and their environment (including people, ideas, 
materials, and concepts) to enable learning and achievement.’ 
(Carpenter et al, 2011) 
 
In Religious Education, as with all curriculum subjects, good teaching for pupils with SEND is good 

teaching for all. At Friezland, teachers will be skilled in adapting their teaching to the needs of all 

learners.  Good RE practise will be informed by knowledge of and engagement with pupils as 

individuals, taking account of emotional and learning needs as well as religious and cultural 

backgrounds.    
 

 

End of Phase Statements   
 

Each of the six pathways are important, and pupils should make progress in all of them. Below are the 

end-of-phase outcomes for each element: 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Reporting to Parents 
 

Parents receive a written assessment of their child’s ability in Religious Education at the end of each 

academic year and have the opportunity to discuss their child’s progress at termly parent’s meetings. 

 

 

Roles and Responsibilities 
 

Headteacher & Governing Body 

 

The headteacher and Governing Body are responsible for: 

• Involvement in the Standards Committee to develop policy and practice; 

• Overseeing the standards of Religious Education, and 

• Approving the acquisition of new resources. 
 

Subject Leader 

 

The subject leader is responsible for:  

• The audit and identification of resources for purchase for RE. 

• Liaising with the Caretaker to ensure effective maintenance and ease of access to resources. 

• Monitoring and evaluating the implementation of the scheme of work and its effectiveness on 
learning. 

• Reviewing planning. 

• Delivering relevant INSET training to other members of staff. 

• Preparing an action plan based on the school cycle of develop practice, monitor, evaluate, 
review and school improvement priorities. 

• Writing, modifying and reviewing, in consultation with other staff and governors, the policy 
document for Religious Education. 

 

Class teacher 

 

The Class teacher is responsible for: 

• Planning and delivering the Religious Education Curriculum. 

• Assessing children’s work both formative and summative methods. 

• Reporting to parents and the RE coordinator. 
 

 

Monitoring & Evaluating 
 

Policy and practice in Religious Education is monitored and evaluated on a regular basis in accordance 

with the school development planning cycle.  The provision of RE will be monitored by the RE co-

coordinator in conjunction with the Headteacher.  Monitoring may take the form of lesson 

observations, planning, displays, pupil voice or book scrutiny.   Feedback will be given to all staff along 

with recommendations to inform future policy and planning. Personal development of the RE co-

coordinator will be maintained to ensure that new initiatives and curriculum updates are fed back to 

staff and incorporated into regular practice.   All staff are involved in the review and development of 

the RE policy.





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix A 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Appendix B 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  



 



 



 



 

 

Appendix C 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 



 
 



 
 

 

 



(Believing and Belonging in Oldham, Religious Education Agreed Syllabus 2025-2030, p.30-32) 

 

 

 

 


